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WANSTROW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes held at The Village Hall on Monday 13th June 2022 

 

Present: Cllrs Geoff Andrews, Bob Sargant (Chair), Nigel Clements 

 

Also, in attendance: Kate Egan (Clerk)  

 

Items were out of order from the agenda 

 

1 Welcome by the Chair 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2 Apologies for Absence 

No apologies were received 

3 Absent 

Cllr Michael Gay 

4 (a) To receive declaration of interests from Councillors on items on the agenda 

No declarations of interests were received from Councillors on items on the agenda. 

(b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary 

interests 

No written requests for dispensation for disclosable pecuniary interests were received. 

(c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

Cllr Nigel Clements was granted a request for dispensation in regard to matters relating 

to the village hall. 

5 Public Session 

There were two members of the public in attendance 

 

Cllr Mikey Gay arrived at the meeting 7.32pm 

 

6 Co-option of Parish Councillors 

There were two prospective Councillors in attendance, both were given three minutes to 

speak.  Cllr Geoff Andrew proposed Keith Ball to be co-opted as a Parish Councillor, this 

was seconded by Cllr Nigel Clements and unanimously agreed.  Cllr proposed William 

Scott to be co-opted as a Parish Councillor, this was seconded by Cllr Nigel Clements 

and unanimously agreed.  They were both welcomed to the Parish Council. 

(a) Signature of the acceptance of office forms 

Cllrs Keith Ball and William Scott both signed the acceptance of office forms. 

7 County and District Councillor Reports 

County Councillors Barry Clarke and Phillip Ham were not in attendance and no reports 

had forwarded.  District Councillor Michael Gay was in attendance and gave a verbal 

report. 
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8 To confirm the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting and Parish Council Meeting 

held on 11th May 2022, previously circulated. 

The Council RESOLVED that the minutes from the Annual Council Meeting and Parish 

Council Meeting held on 11th May be accepted as a true record and were signed by the 

Chair. 

9 Matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda 

There were no matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda. 

10 Planning Applications – If other planning applications are received between the 

date of this notice and the date of the meeting, they may be considered. 

(a) APP/Q3305/W/22/3296599 Appeal in regard to planning application – 

2020/2510/OTS - Application for Outline Planning Permission with some matters 

reserved for erection of 4no. dwellinghouses with details of access and layout.  An 

appeal has been lodged against the above planning application.  The starting date is 

24th May 2022 running until 28th June 2022.  The appeal is to be decided on the 

basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties, and if considered 

appropriate, a site visit by an Inspector. Update The Parish Council will prepare a 

written statement which will be submitted before the deadline. 

11 Notifications of Decision from Mendip District Council regarding Planning 

Applications. 

(a) 2-22/0233/VRC Application to remove condition 3 of planning approval 

2020/1212/VRC to convert from ancillary to main dwelling to a separate dwelling.  

Karim, Station Road, Wanstrow Update Mendip District Council refused the 

application. 

(b) 021/2765/FUL Erection of a factory for the manufacture of concrete blocks and 

associated yard area and landscaping works (revised design and layout to 

planning permission 2017/3195/FUL). Leighton Business Park, Haygrove Lane, 

Wanstrow.  Update Mendip District Council have approved the application. 

(c) Application for a certificate of lawful existing development for a trench that has 

been dug to contain the foundation of a new dwelling which constitutes the 

implementation of planning permission 2019/0378/FUL.  Plot west of Shepherds 

Cottage, Studley Lane, Wanstrow. Update Mendip District Council stated the 

development is lawful. 

12 Grant Applications 

(a) Grant for the village hall for £1440.00  

The Council RESOLVED to approve the grant for the village hall for £1440.00 

13 To be Resolved / Discussed 

(a) Approval of the Asset List  

The Council RESOLVED to remove the projector d as this was donated to the village 

hall a few years ago.  Following this amendment, the Council RESOLVED to approve 

the Asset List as at 13th June and to note the insurance values on the AGAR and not 

the Purchase Price. 

(b) Review and adoption of the Standing Orders 

The Council briefly discussed the model document from the National Association of 

Local Councils and thought some of the items did not relate to Wanstrow Parish 

Council, so Cllr Mikey Gay offered to rewrite the Standing Orders, this will be brought 

back to the next meeting. 
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(c) Discussion to set a date for a meeting with PORR UK. 

PORR UK Ltd will be contacted to check availability for an online meeting with the 

Parish Council.  Update Following the meeting PORR UK Ltd confirmed they would 

be available on Monday 4th July late afternoon for a virtual meeting.  A report will be 

issued at the next meeting. 

(d) Discussion on dates and ideas for a Parish Meeting 

A discussion was held on the issues that are currently being discussed.  A date was 

agreed of Friday 22nd July at 7pm, refreshments will be on offer.  Information will be 

published at the beginning of July. 

(e) Discussion on possibly joining a group of eastern Mendip Parish Councils  

Doulting Parish Council have asked whether any Eastern Mendip Parish Council 

would be interested in forming an informal coalition to discuss any issues regarding 

the Unitary Council.  Councillors were interested in attending the initial meeting which 

will hopefully be at the beginning of July.  A report of the meeting will be issued at the 

next meeting. 

(f) Approval of the proof for the two new noticeboards 

The Councillors RESOLVED to approve the proof for the two new noticeboards and 

the order will be confirmed.  

(g) Proposal to maintain the triangle of grass in the middle of the village at an 

estimated cost of £70.00 

The Council RESOLVED that Cllr Geoff Andrews will arrange with Kevin Gale to tidy 

up the front area of the land and plant some flowers / bulbs at the back for an 

estimated cost of £70.00 

(h) Discussion on updates from the Village Hall Committee regarding potential 

ideas and plans for the additional land 

There are no updates from the Village Hall Committee regarding potential ideas and 

plans for the additional land.  The land agent will be contacted thanking them for their 

patience and if possible, the Parish Council would like to keep the option open of 

purchasing the land. 

(i) Proposal to recruit a Tree Warden to work with the Tree Council. 

Mendip District Council are working with the Tree Council to implement Tree 

Wardens within each Parish.  Following a brief discussion this will be advertised on 

Wanstrow Green to see if any residents are interested.  Cllr Keith Ball would also like 

to volunteer for the role. 

14 Clerk’s report 

(a) A report was received that some steps (and a handrail maybe) on a steep bank at 

the east end of FR 17/28 at Cloford Common is needed.  This was passed to the 

ramblers via the Parish Path Liaison Officer. 

(b) A request was forwarded to Somerset Highways to cut the grass at Nunney Catch 

Roundabout to help with visibility for oncoming traffic.  The matter was reported on 

26th May 2022 and the response was the works hoped to be carried out within the ten 

working days. Update This has been carried out and visibility is now clear in all 

directions. 

(c) A report was sent to Somerset Highways regarding a patch of road on the edge of 

the village green, it was breaking up and a pothole could possibly develop.  This was 

reported on 27th May, reference number 614146.  An inspection of the site will be 

arranged and remedial works to be carried out if necessary.  Update The patch of 

road has now been repaired. 
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15 Approval of Annual Accounts 

(a) Note the Annual Internal Audit Report from the Internal Auditor 

The Council noted the Annual Internal Audit Report from the Internal Auditor 

(b) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 of the Annual Return 

The Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 of 

the Annual Return. 

(c) To approve the Accounting Statement 2021/22 of the Annual Return 

The Council RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statement 2021/22 of the 

Annual Return. 

(d) Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return 

The Council noted that the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return will run from Wednesday 15th June until 

Tuesday 28th July 2022 

(e) To confirm that the Parish Clerk is also the Responsible Finance Officer 

The Council confirmed that the Parish Clerk is also the Responsible Finance Officer 

16 Finance 

Bank Balances as at: - 6th June 2022 

Nationwide Account - £12,978.81 

Unity Trust Bank - £50,106.92 

Payments 

(a) Purchase of a book of Condolence - £12.50 

(b) ProBusiness – internal auditor - £216.00 

(c) Signscape and Signconex – New Noticeboards - £2835.57 

(d) Clerks Salary – May - £263.36 

(e) HMRC – May - £65.80 

(f) Home Working Allowance – May - £26.00 

(g) Butts Bin Co – new outdoor furniture - £2,814.00 – paid by bacs 18.05.22 

 

The Council RESOLVED to accept the above payments and also RESOLVED to accept 

the additional payment below 

 

(h) Wanstrow Village Hall – Grant of £1440.00 

17 Correspondence 

(a) Invitation to the launch event for the South East Somerset Pilot LCN – forwarded 

14.05.22 

(b) May Meeting of the Frome LCN on 25th May at 7pm – forwarded 18.5.22 

(c) Trail launched for communities to rewild Mendip Land – forwarded 24.05.2022 

(d) Frome Climate and Health Conference – forwarded 30.05.22 

(e) Bus Meeting for New Councillors – forwarded 01.06.22 

(f) Amendment to local Validation List – forwarded 02.06.22 

(g) Climate and Ecological Emergency – forwarded 02.06.22 
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18 Reports 

(a) Village Hall 

The jubilee celebrations were well attended.  Following the skittles presentation 

evening, a car was damaged in the car park, security lights may be a consideration.  

Quotes are currently being obtained for the water damage from the leaky roof, these 

costs will be covered by the insurance company.  Brochures have been obtained 

from companies that provide play equipment, representatives will be paying site visits 

to suggest ideas.  A questionnaire will be sent to residents with ideas for the 

replacement equipment. 

(b) Highways The plan for the traffic calming measurements is currently being rewritten, 

once this has been completed it will go out as a village consultation. Another safety 

audit also needs to be carried out on the revised plans.  Update A new plan has 

been devised and will hopefully be sent to the Parish Council this week.  The plans 

will be available for viewing at the Parish Meeting in July. 

 

A request has gone into Somerset Highways to improve the road markings within the 

village as they are very worn.  Areas of concern are the junction of Long Lane and 

Lower Lane and the outskirts of the village, and the junction of Haygrove Lane and 

Long Lane also on the outskirts of the village.  Update This is being chased. 

 

A report has been received as to whether the passing places on Lower Lane and 

Haygrove Lane (route from Wanstrow to A361) can be improved in any way.  Update 

Cllr Geoff Andrews will take some photos and chase. 

19 Matters to report / items for next agenda 

(a) Reports of overgrown footpaths have been reported to the Parish Council, these will 

be reported to Somerset County Council and the Ramblers Association. 

20 Date and time of next meeting – Monday 11th July at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 

 

Meeting Closed 9.33pm 

 


