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WANSTROW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes held at The Village Hall on Monday 7th March 2022 

 

Present: Cllrs Andrea Dexter, Geoff Andrews, Michael Gay and Nigel Clements  

 

Also, in attendance: Kate Egan (Clerk)  

 

378/2022 Welcome by the Chair 

379/2022 Apologies for Absence 

  Cllr Bob Sargent 

380/2022 Absent 

  There were no Councillors absent 

381/2022 (a) To receive declaration of interests from Councillors on items on the agenda 

  No declarations of interest were received from Councillor on items on the agenda. 

(b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary 

interests 

There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 

(c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

No requests for dispensation as appropriate were received 

382/2022 Public Session 

  There were no members of the public in attendance 

383/2022 County and District Councillor Reports 

County Councillor Phillip Ham was not in attendance and no County Report had 

been forwarded.  District Councillor Michael Gay had forwarded his report prior to the 

meeting, it has been included as appendix A. 

384/2022 To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 14th February 2022, 

previously circulated. 

 A couple of amendments were corrected, following this the Council RESOLVED that 

the minutes held on 14th February 2022 be accepted as a true record and were 

signed by the Chair. 

385/2022 Matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda 

(a) Issues on the road between the Mendip sign and Gilcombe Farm on the A359 

have now been resolved, the gullies had recently been cleaned as part of planned 

maintenance and further work was identified. 
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386/2022 Planning Applications – If other planning applications are received between 

the date of this notice and the date of the meeting, they may be considered. 

(a) 2021/2863/FUL Erection of above-ground effluent storage tank and construction 

of roadway.  Note Mendip have received amendments to the application and 

would appreciate any comments. Update Wanstrow Parish Council replied 

stating their original comments stayed the same but the local stream is now 

becoming contaminated from animal waste coming from the plant, this has been 

reported to environmental health. 

 

Cllr Michael Gay arrived at 7.40pm 

 

387/2022 Notifications of Decision from Mendip District Council regarding Planning 

Applications. 

(a) 2021/2809/HSE Extension and alterations to bungalow – Beans Land Farm, Long 

Lane, Wanstrow.  Update Mendip District Council have granted approval 

388/2022 To be resolved/Discussed 

(a) Discussion on the information received from an Asset Transformation 

Officer at Mendip District Council regarding transfer of assets to the Parish 

Council. 

A report of the process has been sent out to Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr 

Michael Gay will challenge the costs with Mendip District Council and ask for a 

copy of the advertisement required so enquiries can be made on the cost from 

the Parish Council. 

(b) Update on the discussions with the village hall and potential plans for the 

potential purchase of an acre of land. 

A couple of Councillors met with the Village Hall Committee where ideas were 

discussed.  The Village Hall Committee is considering commissioning a designer 

to put some plans together, once these have been produced, they will be brought 

back to the Parish Council for discussion. 

(c) Update from Cllr Michael Gay on the installation of the dust monitor in the 

village hall car park. 

Cllr Michael Gay has contacted Aggregate Industries UK Ltd stating that the 

Village Hall were happy in principle for the equipment to be sited within the car 

park. 

(d) Discussion and possible proposal to adopt a new Parish Council logo 

A selection of designs was sent to Councillors prior to the meeting and the 

Council RESOVLED to adopt a new logo for the Parish Council.  This will be 

included on all documents.  The Council also RESOLVED that the Parish Council 

paid the designer £100 for their work in creating the new logo. 

389/2022 Clerk’s report 

(a) A project manager has been appointed regarding the traffic calming scheme.  The 

full suite of plans is still being currently worked on along with the full consultation 

plan/programme.  Cllr Geoff Andrews is in constant contact with the team and will 

issue updates as and when they appear. Update The plans have been delayed 

and may be changed as agreements are still required over ownership of parcels 

of land.   
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(b) The Parish Council was successful in the application for funding for stage 3 

funding from SALC/SALC for £2,380.00.  The money will put towards the 

purchase of some new picnic tables to be situated in the Playing Field  

390/2022 Finance 

Bank Balances as at: - 28th February 2022 

Nationwide Account - £42,797.25 

Unity Trust Bank - £4,726.71 

Receipts 

Payments 

(a) Clerks Salary – February - £324.48 

(b) Homeworking allowance – February - £26.00 

 

The Council RESOVLED to accept the above payments and also RESOLVED to 

accept an additional payment below: 

 

(c) Designer of the Parish Council Logo - £100.00 

391/2022 Correspondence 

(a) Invitation to the Tarrs/Colemans Liaison Committee Meeting – 10th March 

392/2022 Reports 

(a) Village Hall 

Quotes are being obtained to carry out the decoration inside the hall. 

(b) Highways 

An update on the Traffic Calming Scheme was given under item 389(a)/2022.  

Due to the weather Speedwatch are operating once a week at the moment. 

393/2022 Matters to report / items for next agenda 

(a) Nomination Papers are now available for the role of Unitary Councillors and 

Parish Councillors.  If any residents wish to stand as a Councillor, please contact the 

Parish Clerk for further information. 

394/2022 Date and time of next meeting – Monday 4th April 2022 at 7.30pm to be held in the 

Village Hall. 

 

 Meeting closed 8.30pm 

  



 

 

 

Appendix A 

 

Ukraine 
 
As Leader of the Green councillor group, I have recently sent a request to David Warburton, our MP, that 
he uses his influence to require the Government to provide a safe route to the UK for Ukrainian refugees, a 
fast-track asylum system with proper support for these asylum claimants (not only family) and a substantial 
humanitarian package for Ukraine to be put in place with first shipments arriving this week. 
 
We have received a response, but sadly not one that demonstrates his work on this, or provides assurance 
on these key issues, so we are going to continue to request his best efforts. In the interim I note and 
applaud local people who are contributing and organising collections, and the opportunities to donate cash 
via appropriate funds such as the DEC appeal and the Red Cross. Both routes are essential. 
 
Our thoughts are with those who are suffering, let us hope for a swift end to war. 
 
Covid 
 
Further to the relaxation of restrictions, I note that Covid cases went up this week. I see reports of Lateral 
flow tests being readied for sale at Boots for £4.99 each, so must repeat my advice to go online and get a 
pack on your shelf. We must continue to be mindful of the most vulnerable people in our midst, for 
instance those for whom the vaccines are far less effective who must continue to shield themselves. 
 
Elections 
 
I understand that the Notice of Election should be published on March 21st and that nomination papers 
should be hand delivered to the District Council Offices between Tuesday March 22nd and Tuesday April 
5th.  Costs for an unopposed election will be in the region of £100. 
 
LCN 
 
Work on the LCN concept is continuing, I attend meetings at both the Bruton and the Frome pilots. The 
next Frome Pilot meeting will address social isolation. 
 
Feedback from these pilots will inform how the Unitary officers set out their draft showing how LCN's will 
work. The timescale currently suggested is that the draft will come out to parishes for consultation in the 
summer, for finalisation by (say) October. Please note this will include boundaries, showing which group 
Wanstrow will be in: if er don't like what we are allocated, we must make firm representations. 
 
Planning 
 
I note that the Environment Agency have raised an objection on the application 2021/2863/FUL because 
the applicant has not supplied adequate information to demonstrate that the risks posed to the water 
environment can be satisfactorily managed. Further documents have now been added so it remains to be 
seen whether these overcome the reason for objection. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Work at Mendip 
 
At the last full council, I amended the capital finance paper to continue to commit MDC to funding 
appropriate schemes for issues such as economic regeneration, renewables and social housing for rent. The 
Green group amended the treasury management scheme so that investments made by the Council have to 
yield above the bank rate prevailing at the time, anticipating further bank rate rises during the year. 
 
We also forced an agreement from the administration to increase their hardship fund to cover people who 
may struggle to pay their council tax bill this year, in line with our concerns for people's welfare, and after 
two year's fighting, that the LD administration would publish its budget headlines on the website so that all 
can see how their money is being spent 
 
I also had a motion passed requiring MDC to ensure that phosphate mitigation off-sets met certain criteria 
including that they should be proven to be effective throughout their claimed operational life, and that 
MDC must write to the Ministry (DLUHC) to ask that should treat any agreed scheme as a two-year pilot to 
see if it works, during which the vastly increased housing requirement would revert back to previous 
figures (thus giving back Mendip's five year supply). Finally, I seconded a successful motion to support the 
Climate (CEE) Bill in Parliament. 
 
Regarding my Audit role, I'm sorry to say that the external auditors are still not able to supply a report on 
the finances for the financial year before this, due to an objection to the accounts. It's unclear at this point 
whether any benefit from this complaint will outweigh the cost and delay caused. 
 
Thanks, and Kind Regards 
Michael 
 


