
Procedure for Transferring Assets from Mendip District Council to Parish Councils 

 

Following a very interesting conversation with an Asset Transformation Officer at Mendip 

District, he gave me the following information regarding the procedure in transferring assets. 

 

Stage One 

Upon receiving a request from Parish Councils, Mendip Parish Council will carry out some due 

diligence to check they actually own the land, check with the land registry to see whether there 

are any historical reasons why they currently own and maintain the land, if nothing pops up it 

goes to the next stage. 

 

There is an internal consultation within Mendip District Council with the asset team, planning 

and neighbourhood services to check that nobody else might be interested in the piece of land.  

All the heads from the various departments will be consulted and it goes to the asset board and 

if agreement it moves to a formal agreement. 

 

The Parish Council is kept informed along the way and may be asked what they intend to use 

the land for. 

 

Up to this stage Mendip District Council will cover the costs, from here on the cost is passed to 

the Parish Councils. 

 

Stage Two 

The Parish Council will need to pay for all legal costs for both parties so a solicitor would need 

to be hired to act on the behalf of the Parish Council.  Mendip’s legal costs will be about £1,000 

as they are done in-house and have a ceiling on the amount that can be charged. 

 

Mendip District Council are also obliged to get the best value and the land would need to be 

valued, again this is done in-house by the District Valuer but the cost would be passed down to 

the Parish Council and this would be in the region of between £800 and £900. 

 

The last cost depends on the nature of the land, they have to advertise in the local press that 

the land is being disposed of and ask whether people have any concerns or claims, it has to be 

advertised for two consecutive weeks and can be expensive, some charge £600 a week, so 

twice would be £1,200.  The Parish Council is consulted as to which they consider to be the 

local press but it has to be a weekly publication. 

 

Extra Information 

Just before the second stage Parish Councils are asked formally if they wish to proceed and 

they don’t there is no cost.  If the Parish Council wish to proceed a Head of Terms is agreed 

with the Parish Council and Mendip District before going to the legal teams.  This will highlight 

how it will be maintained and if there is potential for development, they may put restrictions on it 

or even ask for a percentage if the Parish Council wish to build on it. 

 

I have asked for Mendip to carry on with their due diligence as this is no cost to the Parish 

Council, but due to local elections coming up and Purdah the asset team will not meet or make 

any decisions until afterwards so an answer from Stage One might not be received until 

June/July. 


