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WANSTROW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes held at The Village Hall on Monday 10th January 2022 

 

Present: Cllrs Andrea Dexter, Geoff Andrews (Chair), Nigel Clements and Bob Sargent  

 

Also, in attendance: Kate Egan (Clerk)  

 

Items were taken out of order from the agenda 

 

344/2022 Welcome by the Chair 

345/2022 Apologies for Absence 

  No apologies were received 

346/2022 Absent 

  No Councillors were absent 

347/2022 (a) To receive declaration of interests from Councillors on items on the agenda 

  No declarations of interest were received from Councillors on items on the agenda 

(b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary 

interests 

There were no written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 

(c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 

Cllr Nigel Clements was granted a dispensation in regard to item 354/2022 (b) 

348/2022 Public Session 

There were six members of the public in attendance.  The applicant for the planning 

application 2021/2765/FUL spoke about the plans, questions were asked from 

Councillors and other members of the public 

 

  Cllr Michael Gay joined the meeting at 7.40pm 

 

349/2022 County and District Councillor Reports 

County Councillor Phillip Ham was not in attendance and no County Report had 

been forwarded.  District Councillor Michael Gay had forwarded his report prior to the 

meeting, it has been included as appendix A.   

350/2022 To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 13th December 2021, 

previously circulated. 

 The Council RESOLVED that the minutes for the meeting held on 13th December be 

accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

351/2022 Matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda 

  There were no matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda. 

352/2022 Planning Applications – If other planning applications are received between 

the date of this notice and the date of the meeting, they may be considered. 

(a) 2021/2765/FUL Erection of a factory for the manufacture of concrete blocks and 

associated yard area and landscaping works (revised design and layout to 

planning permission (2017/3195/FUL).  Leighton Business Park, Haygrove Lane, 

Wanstrow Update Wanstrow Parish Council recommended approval due to there 

being no new issues 

(b) 2021/2809/HSE Extension and alterations to bungalow – Beans Land Farm, Long 

Lane, Wanstrow Update Wanstrow Parish Council recommended approval 

although they are still awaiting compliance in regard to the footpaths. 
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(c) 2021/2863/FUL Erection of above-ground effluent storage tank and construction 

of roadway.  Land at Long Lane, Wanstrow.  Update Wanstrow Parish Council 

recommended approval; they welcomed the water management report but noted 

additional comments within their response 

353/2022 Notifications of Decision from Mendip District Council regarding Planning 

Applications. 

(a) 2021/2053/LBC Installation of toilets in Barn, Cloford Manor, Church Lane, 

Cloford.  Update Mendip District Council approved the application. 

354/2022 To be resolved 

(a) Discussion of transferring assets from Mendip District Council to Wanstrow 

Parish Council  

Initial enquiries will be as to whether Mendip District council will donate one piece 

of land to the Parish Council for them to maintain. 

(b) Discussion of type of awning for shelter at the end of the village hall  

Cllr Nigel Clements will discuss this with the village hall committee and will 

brought back to another meeting if the idea is moved forward. 

(c) Discussion and proposal on how to communicate and engage with the 

residents so information is circulated. 

Various ideas were considered.  Councillors will discuss at the next meeting 

writing another newsletter which will be written once a year.  Residents will be 

encouraged to sign up to Grapevine, agendas and minutes will be posted on 

Wanstrow Green (Facebook).  

355/2022 Clerk’s report 

(a) Mendip Local Plan II was adopted by Mendip District Council on 20th December 

2021, it now forms part of the development for Mendip District. 

(b) A response has been received in reply to registering land as a town/village green, 

this was forwarded to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  

356/2022 Finance 

Bank Balances as at: - 29th December 2021 

Nationwide Account - £42,797.25 

Unity Trust Bank - £11,494.01 

Quarterly Review  

Signing of the Bank Reconciliation Form – this was signed by the Chair 

Receipts 

(a) Distgen 3Q21 - £818.94 – received 14.12.12 

Payments 

(b) Clerk’s Salary – December - £324.48 

(c) Home working allowance – December - £26.00 

(d) Transfer to Allotment Bank Account - £5024.58 

 

The Council RESOLVED the above payment and receipts and RESOLVED to accept 

two additional payments as below. 

(e) Unity Trust – Quarterly bank charges - £18.00 

(f) Parish Council Websites – 2-year domain renewal - £105.60 

357/2022 Correspondence 

  No Correspondence had been received due to the Christmas and New Year Period 
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358/2022 Reports 

(a) Village Hall 

The new roof has been installed; scaffolding has been removed.  The committee 

will be looking at redecorating inside next.  The willow is being pollarded to 

ground level, in the Spring once regrowth has appeared, it will be woven into the 

arch. 

(b) Highways 

The formal process with regard to the traffic modifications within the village will be 

initiated soon with a public consultation being announced when dates are known.  

Somerset County Councill will be looking at getting a Task Order issued to their 

contractor by the end of March for programming in late Spring if the safety audit 

doesn’t flag up anything and any legal issues. 

 

The new 20mph zone within the village has been delayed by Somerset County 

Council until next financial year.  A Traffic Regulation Order will go out for public 

consultation, again dates will be advertised once known. 

 

A road accident happened recently by Gilcombe Farm due to the road conditions.  

The issue has been reported to Somerset Highways (reference number 597269) 

asking for additional drainage to be installed. 

 

Cllr Geoff Andrews will contact Somerset Highways in regard to improving the 

dropped kerb by the village hall as the area floods as water is unable to drain 

away. 

359/2022 Matters to report / items for next agenda 

(a) Somerset County Council will be contacted as to whether the location for the new 

village sign is feasible 

(b) The Parish Council have heard back in regard about the possible land 

acquisition, further research needs carrying out. 

360/2022 Date and time of next meeting – Monday 14th February 2022 at 7.30pm to be held 

in the Village Hall. 

 

 Meeting closed 9.20pm 

  



 

 

Appendix A 

Wishing Councillors and Residents of Batcombe a Happy Healthy and Successful New Year. 
 
Covid and related matters 
 
I'm sure everyone is well aware of the very high rates of infection and the stress it is putting on 
every aspect of life. If anyone hasn't had every vaccine shot they can, I would urge them to do so. 
Lateral flow tests have been in short supply but if you get a code from the Government website, 
pharmacies (at Bruton and Evercreech for instance) has been able to supply. 
 
Government has announced a Mandatory Leisure and Hospitality Grant Scheme for the current 
circumstance, but as usual haven't supplied any details of the scheme including qualifying criteria. 
I suggest all small and medium size businesses continue to keep the Business Grants page on the 
Mendip website under review 
 
SWP have advised that collection may be a day late due to the impact of staff being out with 
Covid, again the situation is so fluid, the best idea is to check on the SWP website in advance of 
the expected collection day. 
 
Planning 
 
Further to my referral to the Planning Board, the proposed housing at Station road has been 
turned down because of site contamination, drainage design failure and building on a greenfield 
site in an unsustainable location. My thanks to parishioners who raised their objections, and those 
who helped me to trace the ex-Village policemen whose evidence gave credibility to our argument 
regarding site contamination. I spoke against the application as did Cllr Bob Sargent for Wanstrow 
PC. It remains to be seen whether the applicant will appeal or submit a fresh application. 
 
I have sent on application 2021/2863/FUL for an effluent store at land in Long Lane to the PC, and 
residents should note 2021/2809/HSE (Beansland Farm) and 2021/2765/FUL (revised new factory 
permission at Pearce's yard). 
 
Mendip Full Council meeting agreed to ratify the Local Plan pt 2 at the December meeting. The 
Plan was started by the previous administration and then reviewed by an Inspector requiring 
changes in line with Government demands (in particular increased house-building) during this 
administration. The result is far from ideal, but it has been approved because having it there offers 
some protection (though no guarantee) against speculative development. The long-awaited white 
paper on Planning reform shows little sign of emerging so far. 
 
I have asked that the Unitary Council should start to make their own Local Plan as soon as 
possible, otherwise deficiencies in the Plans of the lapsing Councils (some of them very old) will 
give further leeway to developers. I have been assured by the leader of the transition workstream 
that data gathering is already underway. Please be aware of this if asked to supply information. 
 
Local Community Networks 
 
There was a Unitary development forum for all County and District Councillors just before 
Christmas which included a discussion on LCN's. 
 
I have asked that Parishes are specifically asked who they want to be linked with, and the LCN 
Team at Somerset have assured me that each Parish has been asked. Having checked I know 
from feedback this has not happened, so I will be asking why Councils are apparently being 
misled. 



 

 

 
I have also asked for clarification on how representation on the LCN will be devised. 
At first it was suggested that there will be one councillor per parish, however that would mean one 
person for villages with fewer than 500 people and one person for Frome with 27000. They have 
promised to get back with the answer. 
 
I continue to attend the Frome LCN pilot meetings. At the last one, which had a reduced 
attendance, there was general discussion about play facilities and youth opportunity. The Pilot 
officers were recommending that they would invite all District and County councillors from the pilot 
area to attend. Also there was agreement that Peter Travis could attend to let people know about 
the further outcomes of Bus Back Better bid. But (going back to Wanstrow as a sustainable 
location) the chairman of Leigh on Mendip was complaining because it was deemed a sustainable 
location and forty additional houses approved simply for having a there-and-back-again bus to 
Shepton on weekdays....swings and roundabouts. 
 


