
 

 

2021/22 

WANSTROW PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes from the virtual meeting held on 4th May 2021 

 

Present: Cllrs Michael Gay, Andrea Dexter, Geoff Andrews, and Becky Badenhorst (Chair) 

 

Also, in attendance: Kate Egan (Clerk) 

 

200/2021 Welcome by the Chair 

201/2021 Apologies for Absence 

  Cllrs Bob Sargent and Nigel Clements 

202/2021 Absent 

  Cllrs Bob Sargent, Nigel Clements and Samantha Ingram 

203/2021 Declarations of Interest 

  There were no declarations of interest. 

204/2021 Public Session 

  There were no members of the public in attendance 

205/2021 County and District Councillor Reports 

  County Councillor Phillip Ham was not in attendance 

 

District Councillor Michael Gay sent his report prior to the meeting and it is included 

in appendix A. 

206/2021 To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 12th April 2021, 

previously circulated. 

 Apart from a spelling mistake under item 194/2021, this should state ‘Porr UK’, the 

Council RESOLVED that the minutes of 12th April 2021 be accepted as a true record 

and will be signed by the Chair. 

207/2021 Matters arising from the minutes but not on the agenda 

Item 188/2021 (l) – ownership of the triangle piece of land in the middle of the village.  

This is covered under Matters to Report 

208/2021 Planning Applications – If other planning applications are received between 

the date of this notice and the date of the meeting, they may be considered. 

(a) 2021/0543/HSE – Single storey rear extension, Location Springfield, Station 

Road, Wanstrow.  Decision from Mendip District Council - approval 

209/2021 To be resolved 

(a) Proposal to accept prices and design for a new bench at the allotments. 

Various styles and prices were sent to the Councillors prior to the meeting and 

the Councils RESOLVED to purchase an Ergo Redwood Three-Seater Bench for 

the allotments for £249.99. 

(b) Proposal to purchase a new rechargeable battery for the SID 

The Council RESOLVED to purchase a new rechargeable battery for the SID. 

210/2021 Clerk’s report 

(a) Carriageway Drainage / Resurfacing work being carried out on the A359.  Work is 

due to start on the 19th July for 10 days excluding weekends.  The A359 will be 

closed to all vehicular through traffic during the works. 

(b) The fly-tipping on land near Haygrove Lane has now been removed by the 

landowner. 
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(c) Somerset Highway will install a “No HGV” sign on Studley Lane to be installed by 

the wall.  They will also carry out data gathering for the proposed 20 mph zone to 

see whether it meets the criteria for a 20mph limit. 

211/2021 Finance 

Bank Balances as at: -  

Receipts 

Payments 

(a) Westcotec - £105.00 

(b) Sorbus - £158.40 

(c) Clerks Salary – April - £324.48 

(d) Home Working Allowance - £26.00 

(e) Zoom invoice - £14.39 pd by DD 

Allotment Fund 

(f) Compost for the Allotment - £146.40 

 

The Council RESOLVED the above payments 

 

221/2021 Correspondence 

(a) Somerset Rivers Authority 2021-2022 Enhanced Programme of Works – 

forwarded 13.04.21 

(b) Carriageway Drainage / Resurfacing Work – A359 Wanstrow – forwarded 

13.04.21 

(c) Frome Town Clerks update 14th April – forwarded 15.04.21 

(d) Parish Meetings re the Unitary Debate – meeting hosted by Frome Town Council 

– forwarded 17.04.21 

222/2021 Matters to report / items for next agenda 

(a) Cllr Michael Gay has been in correspondence with Somerset Highways regarding 

the proposals for slowing traffic down on the A359, to below 30mph. 

(b) Somerset County Council have replied they own the small piece of triangle land in 

the middle of the village.  The grass will be mown later on in the area as it is 

currently full of wild flowers. 

(c) The works on the trees in the park is almost complete with just the final touches 

to be carried out. The Tree Surgeon will be sent an email thanking him for 

carrying out the works and they would recommend him in the future. 

223/2021 Date and time of next meeting – to be advised 

 

  Meeting Closed 7.45pm 

  



 

 

 

Appendix A 

Wanstrow 
 
This month I have been in correspondence with Kerry Jones at SCC, the MBBA and Witham PC 
regarding the path beyond Hunter's Lodge, the agent for Breach Wood, and the CEO of Porr UK 
on the hope of arranging a public meeting to discuss possible development in Haygrove Lane. 
 
I understand there is to be fundraising for the restoration of the Horner monument at Cloford, and 
expect to hear further information on this soon. 
 
Council Matters 
 
Purdah will be due to end this week after the election. The Local Government Association mounted 
a legal challenge to try to enable Councils to continue to meet virtually however the judgement was 
against it, and the Government says it will not find parliamentary time to enable the emergency 
conditions to extend. This means that future meetings at this point will be between councillors and 
the clerk meeting in person for any meeting where decisions are made. Councils should make sure 
that a risk assessment is made that will enable meetings to take place safely.  Any concerns 
should be discussed with the Monitoring Officer at Mendip DC. 
 
Last week a motion was strongly debated at MDC to decide whether to allow residents an 
indicative vote on which model of Unitary they would prefer, since this had not been organised by 
the Secretary of State. This was debated by all District Councils in Somerset, and each agreed 
that such a vote should take place. I voted for it to take place, because I think the people of 
Postlebury deserve the right to express an opinion, and (had the motion been defeated) it would 
have meant people in all other Districts would have had a vote but not Mendip. There was no 
option for 'No Change' because the Secretary of State was only considering the two Unitary 
options, though it remains within his rights to defer the decision or reject both options. 
 
When the chance to make a vote comes around, I hope everyone will use their vote to 
demonstrate they want their opinion to be noticed. 
 
My work at Mendip 
 
This month I have been meeting with officers to improve governance on risk and opportunity at 
Mendip and attended the first meeting of the Climate Emergency scrutiny group. 
 


